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9^  history  oFrwol'AMfSr'  ' 
G^^er^of  Eihvo’o/cny  hTs^he  Tt* 

!s  Sts:  r  thf" v"- 

the  Henrys  and  he  i,™  S  0f 
settled  in  the  Allens  who 

•  iro-  turt  Lne  cllstrlCt  now  connric- 

i  tile  COUntioe  t  '-'■tiipi  is- 

ber  «?k#a^c«rw& 

,  5\'hites,  Waltons  UfOm  lners'1  Wilsons, 

, pvhose  de3cenden't/now  n  Land  Taylors. 
Persons.  Many  member?  ?fb?£  over  7’000 
'lies  have  filled  L  m„L of  these  fami- 
fiees  in  the  yift  of  thl"? st  !mPortant  of- 

in  .congress 'ddwnftohassoo?itef?’01in  seatp'  I 

noteworthy  fact  is  nfat  te  Jucl°es-  A  * 
this  large  ™ that  among-  all  of 

■y^as  ever  arrested  for  crirrip°ne  t^em 
ja.il  or  prison.  °r  Cnme  or  placed  in  ’ 

a^r°whene  th^w^lfooD  of^th  pi'oneers' 
reverberated  over  the  nni=f  1 h,e  Indians 
valleys  of  thp  rS,1*  s  an^  through 
and  Shenango  these  S'  MahoniSi 
important  places  and  Srfheld  mos* 
toe  march  of  imni-m-l\,re  toremost  in 
champions  of  right  an^iwrt  and  were 
cietv.  The  a,  .  leaders  in  sr>- 

published  will  be  of  ™'C^  *il!  s°on  be 
large  number  of  the^rl  ,ntfrest  t°' a 
these  families  anri't^  representatives  of 
| are  interested  in  the  ?rowth°tbeTs  who 
perity  of  the  district  g  th  a"d  pros- 
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How  it  Happened  to  Have  Been 
Formed  in  1849. 

AN  INTERESTING  HISTORlf 

Of  the  Very  Early  Days  of  yew 
Castle  and  0nf  County.  | 


OME  HARD  WORK  WAS  DONE 


By  the  Friends  of  the  Proposed  New  County-They 
I  »  Kept  up  from  1820  Until  Nearly  1850— There  was 
Great  Rejoicing  in  this  City  When  the  News 
Reached  Here  that  the  Legislature  Had  Fiven  us 
a  Separate  County. 

The  history  of  Lawrence,  as  a  sep¬ 
arate  and  distinct  county  does  not  yet 
extend  to  a  period  of  50  years.  The 
| story  of  the  movement  having’for  its 
object  the  creation  of  a  new  coonty 
lout  of  parts  of  Mercer  and  Beaver  is  a 
'very  interesting  one.  The  project  re¬ 
ceived  considerable  attention  in  the 
early  years  of  the  century  and  from 
1820  on,  was  pushed  with,, great  vigor 

It  was  persistently  urged  by  almost 
all  the  residents  of  the  territory  affect¬ 
ed  and  just  as  vehemently  onposed  by 
i  some  of  the  people  of  the  old  counties 
for  political  reasons.  The  people  with 
in  the  limits  of  the  proposed  new 
I  county  had  many  good  reasons  to  ad¬ 
vance  in  support  of  the  movement. 
The  tow  n  of  Lew  Oastle  was  a  grow¬ 
ing  place,  and  a  point  where  numer¬ 
ous  roads  from  all  parts  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country  converged,  and,  so 
conveniently  located  to  care  for  the 
business  of  the  new  county.  The  line 
of  division  of  the  old  counties  passed 
through  the  borough,  making  escape 
from  any  legal  process  easy  by  simplv 
stepping ‘across  the  street  and  entailing 
a  journey  of  20  miles  or  more  when  I 
any  legal  business  had  to  be  transact- 1 
ed  at  the  county  seat.  The  road  which  ! 
was  the  line  of  division  is  still  known 
as  County  Line  street.  Those  un 
friendly  to  the  measure  brought  for¬ 
ward  two  reasons  first  that  the  comit¬ 
ies  out  of  which  it  was  propose  to  take 
the  new  one  were  small  enough  already 
the  second  and  most  important  from 
apolitical  standpoint  was  that 'both 
Mercer  and  Beaver  were  Whig  counties 
and  the  townships  which  would  go  to 
make  the  new  county  gave  the  bulk 
of  the  Whig  majorities.  Thus  the 
Whigs  would  probably  lose  two  count¬ 
ies  and  gain  only  one.  Thus  the  mat¬ 
ter  stood  year  after  year,  and  the  friend 
of  the  new  county  met  with  disap¬ 
pointments,  but  worked  on  with  un¬ 
tiring  energy  until  nally  in  1847  a 
state  senator  and  three  ot  the  four  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  the  state  legislature 
which  Mercer  and  Beaver  counties 
were  entitled  to,  were  elected,  who 
were  in  sympathy  with  the  movement 
A  bill  favoring  it  was  introduced  in 
the  House  and  many  petitions  were 
taken  to  Harrisburg  by  able  men,  who 
did  all  in  their  power  tc  aid  in  pass- 
|  ing  the  bill.  It  was  finally  carried, 
j  and  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1849,  Gov- 


ernor  Joffhson  signed  CFe  bill  winch 
created  the  new  county  of  Laiwreuoe, 
and  froto  that  day  the  history  of  the 
county  begins.  When  the  news  reach¬ 
ed  this  city,  the  people  had  a  public 
holiday  guns  were  fired,  bands  played, 
patriotic  speeches  were  made  and  ai 
public  meeting  was  held,  when  it  was 
decided  to  have  a  graud  barbecue  and  • 
ox  roast,  and  the  program  was  carried 
out  on  an  immense  scale 
The  boundaries  of  the  new  county 
were  immediately  surveyed  and  includ¬ 
ed  a  territory  19  miles  square  contain¬ 
ing  over  230,000  acres.  j 

The  step  was  the  selection  of  a  site  i 
site  for  the  county  buildings  and  many 
locations  were  suggested.  The  one  ( 
which  was  chosen  was  the  propeity 
of  Thomas  Falls,  at  the  corner  of  Mill 
and  Falls  streets,  and  was  given  free 
of  charge.  The  location  was  not  sat¬ 
isfactory  to  everybody  ard  great  ob¬ 
jection  was  raised  to  it  by  those  who 
favored  other  localities.  The  matter 
was  widely  discussed.  At  length  it 
was  suggested  by  Col.  R.  B.  McComb 
and  others  to  allow  the  matter  to  be 
selected  by  subscriptions,  the  locality 
carrying  with  it  the  largest  bonus  to 
be  the  one  on  which  the  building 
should  he  erected.  ' 

Many  places  were  talked  of,  includ¬ 
ing  those  occupied  by  the  present  city 
building,  the  Disciple  church  and 
others,  but  the  choice  finally  fell  on 
the  place  where  the  court  house  now 
stands.  The  father  of  Walter  S. 
Crawford  donated  the  land  and  citi¬ 
zens  of  that  part  of  town  raised  some 
$1,600.  The  county  commissioners, 
John  Swisher,  James  Oliver  and  John 
Randolph  at  once  advertised  for  bids 
for  the  erection  of  the  court  house, 
and  the  contract  was  awarded  to 
James  M.  Craig  and  William  Hamil¬ 
ton  for  the  sum  of  $12,000,  they  being 
the  lowest  bidders.  During  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  work,  the  plans  were  mat¬ 
erially  changed.  The  portico  with  the 
great  "stone  pillars  was  not  in  the  orig¬ 
inal  design  and  together  with  many 
other  improvements^brought  the  total 
cost  of  the  completed  structure  up  to 
about  $32,000.  It  was  built  at  a  time 
when  prices  were  very  low  and  could 
probably  not  be  duplicated  now  for  a 
much  larger  sum.  The  first  court 
held  in  the  new  county,  Monday, 
.January  7,  1859,  was  presided  over  by 
Judge  Bredin,  of  Butler.  D.  B.  Kurtz 
was  admitted  to  practice  n  this 
1  county  at  that  time.  During  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  court  house  and  before  its 
completion,  the  old  Methodist  church 
on  South  Jefferson  street,  now  St.  Jos¬ 
eph’s,  was  used  for  grinding  the  legal 
grist.  At  that  time,  almost  50  years 
ago,  New  Castle  was  not  the  prosper¬ 
ous  city  it  now  is,  but  was  a  modest 
country  town  of  1,600  inhabitants,  and 
the  whole  county  could  boast  of  but 
21,000  people.  It  is  possibly  a  little 
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Was  Levi  \N.  Johnston  During 
the  War. 


% 


VERY  INTERESTING  RELIC 

Sn  the  Possession  of  One  of  the 
Old  76th. 


HiS  FATHER’SCONSENT  GIVEN 


That  Was  How  a  New  Castle  Boy,  at  the 
Age  of  Sixteen,! Happened  to  go  the 
the  War- He  Was  Highly  Compliment¬ 
ed  by  His  Superior  Gffioers  Upon  Re- 
Enlistment. 

In  a  neat  little  frame  in  the  photo¬ 
graph  gallery  of  Levi  W.  Johnston,  of 
this  city,  is  a  war  document  or  rather, 
a  relic,  that  is  a  whole  history  in  itself. 

A  “Courant-Guardian”  reporter  was 
in  Mr.  Johnston’s  place  on  Saturday 
evening,  and  saw  hanging  on  the  wall 
a  well  preserved  piece  of  writing  that 
was  carefully  preserved  in  a  frame. 
The  dooument,  read,  "I,  James  John¬ 
ston,  of  Lawrence  county,  Penna. ,  do 
hereby  give  my  consent  that  my  son, 
Levi  W.  Johnston,  shall  e  <  in  the 
Federal  Army  of  the  L  9  >  States  - 

dnrine  the_  continuance  *o _ se  war. 


3 


uated, 
ag  the 
young 
ntered 
.  rourse, 


[James  Johnston,  at  test.D’S'J  .ankev 
Ootoher  5,  1861.  ”  The  da=  3  “doc- 
nment  was  drawn  and  nmrj5  -vi  W 
Johnston  and  his  brother-  ,s  whA 
now  lives  in  Shenango  tov£  fc  were 
out  in  tbe  orchard,  which  ^  $  ocafced 
near  where  Cascade  pari  ^  ? 
and  they  were  engaged  ir-  b  ^ 
apple  orop.  They  were  e?  "ts 
men,  for  Levi  was  16  whe>^  3 
the  army  and  they  were,  g.  % 
talking  war.  W.  W.  Gibson,'  long 
since  dead,  was  commissioned  to  raise 
a  company  of  volunteers,  and  he  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  passing  at  the  time  and 
*  stopped  to  talk  to  the  two  boys.  He 
told  his  business  and  showed  them  the 
enlistment  roll  that  he  had  with  him. 
Levi  took  the  list  and  saw  the  names 
or  many  of  his  school  mates,  and  with- 
a  ford  he  putfthe  paper  up 
on  the  back  of  a  wagon  box  and  signed 
bis  name.  Mr.  Gibson  was  somewhat 
astomsned  for  it  was  against  the  law 

1' *ake  a  boy  of  that  age.  and  he  told 
Levi,  who  was  quite  small  for  his  age, 
that  it  would}?  be  utterly  impossible  for 
him  to  go  without  his  fathers  consent, 
j^evi  said  that  it  didnt  make  a  bit  of 

was  goinS.  and  that  set. 
tied  it.  ine  papei  was  taken  to  Levi’s 
mther  and  the  latter  refused  point 

had  JoK  S"!’  uUt  fiuaIly  after  eon 

had  told  that  he  would  go  any  how 
if  he  had  to  run  away, the  elder  Johns- 

-cai it0  New  Ca8tle-  went  before 
David  Sankey,  wno  was  then  a  justice 
ot  the  peace  and  drew  up  the  document 
a  copy  of  which  is  given  above.  The 
recruiting  officer,  Mr.  Gibson,  then 
told  Levi  s  father  that  on  account  of 
me  boy  s  age  he  would  make  him  the 

iee^Tr  H  the  regiment-  and  this  he 
leoame.  He  was  with  his  regiment 

hntV^ry  bafctl®  tbat  took  Place  from 
mat  on,  and  after  his  term  was  over, 

T  1St8d  .  0r  three  years  more. 

iwhen  he  re-enlisted  the  officers  of  his 
ompany,  which  was  company  G  drew 
p  a  paper  that  startsd  off  by  stating 
lat  Levi  W  Johnston,  musician  of 
o  G,  served  with  distinction  and 
onor,  and  took  a  musket  into  the 
3bts,  as  well  as  his  diurn,  and  that 
u,61ght  battles'  This  document 

TnH  by  Mr-  Johnston 

and  he  has^it  in  his  possession.  After 

wni'  f  h,e  Was  in  at  least  30  more 

battles  and  always  did  his  duty.  The 
paper  tnat  was  given  him  when  he 

John  J  t6Ra^S  H8Ded  by  his  captain, 
'„bn Baird-  Levi  served  four  years 

aDi5  n®ver  missed  an  engagement  and 
when  he  was  offered  a  furlough  for  his 

he  refa8ed  it,  but  remain- 
fh  hl®  ucomPany.  When  he  came 
bo“®  fr°?<lbe^ar  with  his  76tk  regi- 
rhe  -first  r0gimental  reunion 
was  held,  Levi  was  elected  secretary 
and  treasurer,  but  after  serving  for 
several  years  he  resigned.  There  was 
8eneral  howl  raised  on  the  part  of 


then  and 


•  o-l--'- 

the  other  boys  and  be  was 
there  elected  secretary  and  treasurer 
for  life.  As  a  mark  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held,  the  regiment  pre¬ 
sented  him  at  one  of  the  reunions  with 
a  handsome  gold  watch  and  chain. 
The  watch  was  handsomely  engraved 
with  the  name  of  the  regiment,  etc. 
He  has  attended  every  regimental  re¬ 
union,  and  as  may  be  imagined  with 
such  a  record,  he  always  had  a  good 
[time.  Out  of  five  brothers  there  were 
four  of  the  Johnson  brothers  in  the 
war  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  they 
all  were  respected  and  did  their  duty. 
It  is  no  wonder  that  the  old  soldier 
boys  like  to  occasionally  meet  in  the 
photograph  gallery  and  talk  over  old 
times  with  this  trnly  good  soldier  and 
brave  man.  It  was  patriotism  pure 
and  simple  that  caused  the  young  boy, 
Levi  W.  Johnston,  to  leave  his  home 
for  the  war,  and  it  was  patriotism  that 
caused  him  to  re-eDlist,  and  to  refuse 
all  offers’of  furloughs.  His  war  relics 
aie  all  interesting  and  he  has  preserved 
them.  It  is  such  service  as  that  given 
by  the  snubject  of  this  little  sketch 
that  went  to  make  up  the  glorious 
history  of  the  victories  of  the  north. 
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were  composed  "mf;  first-class  young 
men  from  the  town  of  New  Castle  and 
surrounding  neighborhood,  and  then 
conduct  was  such  as  to  win  the  favo; 
and  attract  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  Maryland  and  the  government  oih 
cers  about  Washington.  About  the  ter- 
.  mination  of  the  three  months’  service 
laptain  Leasure  visited  the  Secretary 
>f  War  and  asked  permission  to  organ¬ 
ize  an  independent  United  States  regi  ¬ 
ment. 

The  state  had  already  filled  her  quota 
_and  there  seemed  to  be  no  chance  just 


Roundheads 


Are  Holding  Their  33rd  Reunion  at  Casct 
I  Today. 


The  survivors  of  the  One  Hundredth 
Pennsylvania  Regiment,  Veteran  Vol¬ 
unteers,  (Roundheads),  are  holding 
their  reunion  at  Cascade  Pard  today, 
It  is  the  33rd  anual  meeting  of  this  reg¬ 
iment  and  they  are  having  a  pleasant 
gathering.  Below  will  be  found  an  in¬ 
teresting  history  of  the  famous  regi¬ 
ment  from  the  pen  of  J.  C.  Stevenson, 
of  this  city  wno  is  a  member. 

THE  ONE  HUNDREDTH  REGIMENT 

When  the  tocsin  of  war  was  sound  d 
in  April,  1861,  and  President  Lincoln 
called  for  75,000  three  months  volun¬ 
teers,  among  the  first  to  respond  was 
Dr.  Daniel  Leasure,  a  citizen  of  New 
Castle,  Pa.,  whose  military  training 
especially  fitted  him  for  such  service. 
WTithin  three  days  after  the  call  he  had 
two  full  companies  enlisted,  and  with¬ 
in  a  week  they  were  tendered  and  ac¬ 
cepted  into  the  service  as  Companies 
F  and  H  of  the  12th  Regiment,  com¬ 
manded  by  Col.  Campbell,  of  Pittsburg 
Company  F  was  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Ed.  O’Brien,  who  had  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  “Irish  Greens"  from  Pitts-  j 
burg,  during  the  Mexican  war,  and  w.lio 
later  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  served 
as  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Colonel  of 
the  134  Pa.  Volunteers. 

These  companies  of  Lawrence  Guards 


COL.  M.  M.  DAWSON. 


then  to  get  in  as  state  troops.  The  Se¬ 
cretary  asked  him:  “Can  you  bring  out 
a  full  regiment  of  as  good  men  as  com¬ 
pose  those  two  companies  guarding  the 
bridges  out  on  the  Gunpowder?”  The) 
Captain  replied :  “I  have  no  other  kind/ 

to  bring.”  Well,  said  Gen.  Scott,  who 

was  present  in  the  Secretary’s  office  at 

the  time,  we  will  call  them  Rounu 
heads,”  this  complimented  Secretan 
Cameron  who  prided  m  being  a  de- 
scendent  of  the  Old  English  Round- 
heads.  The  commissio.iL.was.  granted^ 
and  in  a  few  weeks  Col.  Leasure  had  a 
full  regiment  in  Camp  Wilkins,  at  Pitts 
burg  awaiting  orders. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  the  officers 
and  men  were  sworn  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  2nd 
of  September  a  despatch  was  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  directing 
Col.  Leasure  to  bring  on  his  “Round- 


head  Regiment"’  which  Be*  did,“  report^ 
ing  to  the  Adjutant  General  in  Wash- 
j  ington.on  the  4th.  The  regimenFwas 
I  assigned  to  Gen..  Cassev’s'  command, 

I  and  encamped  north  of  Georgetown, 
Ion  Kalorama  heights.  In  a  few  days 
tents,  clothing  and  arms  were  drawn, 
land  drilling  and  training  for  the  stern-] 


>h  Hilton  Head,  they  did 
jf*  1  hard  work,  unloading  the'  vessels,  j 
milding  wharfs  and  fortifications, 1  as ! 
well  as  picketing  the  island-  The  ter- ; 
rible  effects  of  the  storm  ivEffleW 
water  in  connection  with  the  hard  work 
and  loss  of  sleep,  caused  a  great  deal 


L 


COL.  DANIEL  LEASURE. 


er  duties  which  were  to  come  after 
commenced.  Within  a  month  the  reg- 


"br  sickness  and  many  deaths.  Hardly 
a  day  passed  but  some  one  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  laid  away  in  "Pine  Wood 
Cemetery. ”On  Thursday,  November  28. 
there  were  four  deaths  in  the  regi¬ 
ment. 


imenL  was  noted  for  its  proficiency  in 
movements  and  especially  for  its  skill 
in  target  practice,  many  of  the  men 
being  trained  from  their  boyhood  to 
the  use  of  the  squirrel  rifle.  The  six 
week  days  were  faithfully  spent  in 
1  teaching  the  “fingers  to  fight’’  and  in 

I  training  the  muscles  for  war,  while  the 
Sabbaths  were  as  sacredly  observed 
j  for  rest  and  worship  as  while  at  their 
!  homes. 

On  the  10th  of  October  Col.  Leasure 
received  orders  to  report  to  Annapolis 
with  his  regiment,  remaining  there, 
quartered  in  the  Nevy  Yard,  until  Pie 
19th,  when  they  embarked  on  steamers 
joining  the  Sherman-Dupont  expedi- 
j  tion,  which  made  the  first  landing  on 
i  the  "sacred  soil  of  South  Carolina,”  on 
the  7th  of  November,  at  Port  Royal 
midway  between  Charleston  and  Sa- 
i  vannah.  During  the  trip  there  was  n 
terrific  storm  on  the  ocean,  and  nearlj 
j  every  one  on  board  was  sea  sick.  The 
1  v‘a moment  landed  on  Hinton  Head  Is- 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  Nov¬ 
ember,  where  it  remained  until  the 
th  of  December,  when  it  was  taken  on 
he  Broad  River,  about  eighteen  miles 
o  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Beaufort, 
luring  the  month  the  regiment  remaiii- 

' 


I  One,  however,  Orderly  Sergeant  Ben¬ 
jamin  S.  Stewart,  of  Company  A,  was 
by  accident.  A  number  of  unexploded 
shells,  which  had  been  thrown  on  the 
island  during  the  bombardment  of  the 
forts  on  the  day  before  we  landed,  had 
been  gathered  up  and  kept  as  relics  and 
he,  curious  to  know  how  much  pow¬ 
der  one  of  them  contained,  had  taken 
out  the  plug  and  was. pouring  out  the 
powder,  knocking  it  against  another 
shell  to  get  it  all  out,  when  it  exploded 
in  his  hands,  tearing  him  almost  to 
pieces.  He  lived  about  one  hour  per¬ 
fectly  conscious,  and  met  his  fate  like 
a  Christian  hero.  The  duties  of  Behu- 
fort  island  were  not  so  hard.  In  fact 
|  some  of  the  picket  duty,  when  a  squad 
of  fifteen  or  twenty,  took  possession  of 
l  some  deserted  mansion  and  had  the  col 
qred  .people  do  all  their  washing  and 
cooking  for  them  was  rather  pleasant. 
The  chances  for  extras  to  government 
rations  were  very  good.  Oysters  and 
fish,  as  well  as  sweet  potatoes  were 
plenty,  and  by  May  the  fields  were 
covered  with  dew  berries  of  the  very 
best  quality.  Northern  Yankees  had 
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pErneTn  and  o c c up'i  ecTTTi e  deserted  man 
(Sions  and  filled  the  storerooms  with 
[their  wares,  and  things  could  be  bought 
"as  low  as  in  the  northern  cities.  Oc- 
ifcasicnaliy  a  raid  would  be  made 
against  the  Charleston  &  Savannah 
Railroad,  about  eighteen  miles  farther 
[nland,  but  no  fighting  of  any  conse¬ 
quence  occurred  until  June,  wh&n  an' 
advance  was  made  against  Charleston, 
via  Stone-  inlet  and  James  Island.  Part 
of  the  regiment  landed  on  the  lower 
end  of  the  island,  about  seven  miles 
south  of  Charleston,  and  on  the  3rd  of 
June  had  a  brisk  little  skirmish,  losing 
five  illed,  six  wounded,  and  Captain 
Cline,  Co.  F,  and  21  men  prisoners.  On 
the  16th  there  was  a  general  advance 
made  against  “Tower  Fort’’  about  the 
middle  of  the  island,  and  on  the  road 
to  Fort  'Johnson,  which  was  situateu 


ARMSTRONG 

|  stored  it  in  a  wjareroom  in  that  city , 
fwhere  it  was  aftferward  burned 


They 

then  started  to  reinforce  General  Pope 
who  boasted  that  his  headquarters 
were  where  his  hindquarters  ought  to 
have  been  and  who  had  just  achieved 
a  splendid  victory  at  Cedar  Mountain. 
The  lady  nurses  in  the  hospital  as  well 
as  the  brass  band  and  printing  press, 
were  all  condemned  as  luxuries  and 
sent  home. 

From  this  time  until  they  reached,  the 
defences  of  Washington,  on  the  night 
of  the  2nd  of  September,  the  regiment 
knew  no  rest. 

On  the  night,  of  the  first  anniver 
of  their  enlistment,  August 


sary 


jthey  slept  on  the  historic  battlefield 


X 


of 


' 

./l 


•on  the  upper  end  of  the  island  nearest 
Chariest#!.  In  this  engagement,  the 
regimenfefpst  sixteen  killed  and  thirty- 
one  wounded. 

The  ’  weather  was  very  warm  and 
wet,  the  island  low  and  marshy  and  the 
labor  unloading  artillery,  ammunition, 
etc.,  so  gfteat  that  when  the  regiment 
left  the  island  on  the  4th  of  July  there 
were  not  300  men  fit  for  duty. 

Returning  to  Beaufort  they  had  just 
gotten  their  tents  unloaded  at  the 
[Smith  Plantation  when  orders  were  re- 
f  ceived  to  come  north, 
f  On  the  18th  of  July  the  regiment 
landed  and  went  into  camp  at  New¬ 
port  News,  where  the  9tli  army  corps 
|  was  being  organized  under  General 
iBurnside.  Two  weeks  later  they  moy- 
fed  to  Fredericksburg,  and  stripping  for 
flight  boxed  up  all  extra  clothing  and 


The  regiment  was  engaged  again  an  I 

i  uid  excellent  service  in  checking  Gen. 
(jackson  in  an  attempt  to  get  posses¬ 
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day  following  parti¬ 

cipated  in  one  of  the  bloodiest  battles 
of  the  war,  in  which  they  lost  over  ont- 
half  the  number  engaged  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Among  the  killed  and  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  were  Captains  Temple¬ 
ton,  Brown  and  Van  Gorder,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Rayn  and  Spence.  Among  the 
[wounded  "were  Col.  Leasure  and  his 
!son,  Major  M.  M.  Dawson,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenants  John  P.  Blair  and  Thomas  II 
Curt.  The  entire  loss  was  sixty-four 
filled  and  nearly  two  hundred  wound- 

w. 

At  Chantilly,  on  the  1st  of  September 


sion  of  the  road  between  Pope’s  army 
and  Washington.  In  this  engagement 
the  regiment  mourned  the  loss  of  a  I 
number  of  their  own  men,  as  well  as  ! 
that  of  their  ideal  soldier,  Brigadier* 1 
General  Isaac  I.  Stevens,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  division. 

On  the  14th  of  September  at  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  South  Mountain,  the-  regiment 
was  engaged  again,  losing  twelve  killed 
and  thirty-seven  wounded.  Among  the 
latter  wrere  Lieutenants  Book,  Co.  E. 
and  Montford,  of  Co.,  A. 

In  the  battle  of  Antetiam  the  regi¬ 
ment  acted  as  skirmishers  and  met 
with  small  loss. 

In  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  De- 
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cember  12th,  13th,  l-.h  and  15th,  they 
were  among  the  first  to  cross  and  the 
last  to  re-cross  the  river,  but  were  en¬ 
gaged  as  pickets  and  met  with  no  loss. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  General 
Burnside,  having  at  his  own  request 
been  relieved  of  the  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac”  the  regiment 
wdth  the  corps  was  taken  to  Newport 
News  where  they  received  new  sup¬ 
plies  of  clothing,  etc.,  and  about  the 
last  of  March  were  taken  west  to  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Burnside  having  been  given  the: 
command  of  the  department  of  the 
Ohio,  embracing  Kentucy  and  Tennes¬ 
see.  After  two  months  soldiering  on 
the  neutral  soil  of  that  state,  they  wmie 
taken  with  Stevens’  and  Reno’s  divis-  * 
ions  of  the  corps  under  General  John 
G.  Park  to  reinforce  Grant  at  Vicks¬ 
burg. 


The  services  performed  at  Vicksburg 
consisted  in  keeping  back  Johnston, 


/ 
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who  was  raising  an  army  in  the  rear 
of  the  city  in  order  to  attack  the  be- 
seigers  and  raise  the  seige.  As  soon  as 
the  beleaguered  city  surrendered,  which 
was  done  on  the  4th  of  July.  General 
Parks’  troop  with  a  division  under 
Sherman  started  for  Johnson’s  army, 
which  retreated  as  far  as  the  capital 
of  the  state,  before  ottering  battle. 

At  Jackson,  the  2nd  Michigan  being 
the  skirmishing  regiment  for  the  divi¬ 
sion  did  all  the  fighting,  driving  the 
Johnnies  out  of  their  camp.  Johnson, 
finding  himself  in  close  quarters,  burnt 
and  destroyed  wnat  he  could  not  take 
with  him  and  fled,  the  regiment  follow¬ 
ing  some  distance,  tearing  up  railroads 
and  burning  cotton.  After  the  Jack- 
son  campaign  they  returned  to  their 
former  camp  at  Milldale  near  the  Yazoo 
river,  where  they  remained  until  the 
1st  of  August.  This  was  one  of  the 
most  disastrous  campaigns  to  health 
in  the  war. 

A  month  later  the  entire  corps,  or 
all  who  were  able  to  go,  started  for 
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East  Tennessee,  marching  via  Cumber¬ 
land  Gap,  and  reaching  Knoxville  on 
the  2nd  of  October.  On  the  10th  of 
October  a  battle  was  fought  at  Blue 
Springs  in  which  some  rebel  cavaliy 
was  routed  after  which  they  settled 
down  for  the  winter  at  Lenoir,  twenty- 
three  miles  southwest  of  Knoxville. 
About  the  time  they  had  comfortable 
houses  built,  Longstreet’s  corps  made 
its  appearance  driving  them  into  Knox¬ 
ville,  where  they  remained  prisoners 
of  war,  furnishing  their  own  rations, 
which  were  very  poor  both  in  quantity 
and  quality,  for  nearly  a  month,  they 
preferring  this  to  going  to  Richmond. 

On  Sabath  morning,  November  29th 
eleven  of  Longstreet’s  best  regiments 
mado  a  charge  on  Fort  Saunders  which 
was  defended  by  about  eight  cannon, 
and  probably  100  men.  After  more 
troops  were  run  in,  just  previous  to 
the  attack,  among  them  was  Co.  A,  of 
the  100th  who  right  gallantly  defended 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  fort.  The 
enemy  actually  climbed  up  the  sides 
of  the  fort  planting  three  battleflags 
on  the  parapet,  but  were  knocked  back 
into  the  ditch  by  the  boys  of  Company 
a  who  lost  two  killed,  Isaac  Garret^.,, 
son  "andT  A  Aron  Templeton ;  also  four 
or  five  wounded.  The  rebel  loss  in  this  , 
engagement  was  terrible,  amounting, ' 
according  to  their  own  reports,  to  1 28  j 
killeu,  458  wounded  and  226  prisoners, 
three  battleflags  and  600  stand  of  arms  ] 
The  entire  Union  loss  did  not  exceed 
30  killed  and  wounded.  A  few  days 
after  this  the  seige  was  raised  and  the 
regiment  followed  the  retreating  foe  as 
far  as  Rutlege,  but  subsequently  foil 
back  to  Blain’s  Cross  Roads,  where 
about  four-fifths  of  the  regiment  re-en¬ 
listed  for  another  three  years,  and  on 

+  1‘Hli  Tqmiqrv  1  started  fOl’ 


home  on  veteran  uirlough. 

x'he  sufferings  experienced-  during  this 
campaign  for  want  of  food  and  cloth¬ 
ing,  and  the  march  of  nearly  200  miles 
over  the  mountains  in  mid  winter,  re-  , 
minded  the  boys  of  the  stories  they  ha  1 
read  of  Valley  Forge. 

After  their,  furlough,  being  recruited 
again  to  a  full  regiment,  they  joined 
the  balance  of  the  9th  army  corps  at 
Annapolis,  Md.,  and-  participated  in  all 
the  battles  of  the  army  of  the  Patomac 
from  the  Wilderness  to  the  evacuation 
of  Petersburg.  At  the  Wilderness,  on 
the  6th  of  May,  Colonel  Leasure’s  bri¬ 
gade  consisting  of  the  3rd  Maryland, 
21st  Massachusetts  and  100th  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  were  assigned  to  General  Han¬ 
cock's  corps,  where  they  performed  a 
Rank  movement  between  the  lines  that 
was  extremely  hazardous.  A  few  min¬ 
utes  after  this  reconnoisance,  Long- 
street’s  corps  charged  on  Hancock’s 
lines  capturing  both  the  first  and  sec- 1 
ond  lines  of  works,  causing  a  perfect 
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panic  and  rout  of  the  troops  on  that  _ 


part  of  the  line,  when  Col.  Leasure,  see¬ 
ing  the  situation,  quickly  formed  his 
brigade  and  as  he  passed  along  the 
line  said:  “Now  boys,  show  them  whav 
the  Anchor- and  Cross  cannon  mean.” 
and  without  waiting  for  orders  made  a 
counter  charge  re-capturing  both  lines 
a  large  number  of  prisoners  and  several 
battle  flags. 

At  Spottsylvania  on  the  12th  of  May 
the  regiment  made  several  charges,  los¬ 
ing  42  killed  and  about  150  wounded. 
Among  the  latter  wasCol.  Leasure  who 
was  leaning  against  a  small  sapling, 
watching  the  effect  of  the  firing  of  the 
men  who  were  lying  in  line  in  front  of 
him,  when  a  cannon  ball  struck  the 
tree  against  which  he  was  leaning,  cut¬ 
ting  it  off  above  his  head  and  stunning 


him  so  bad  he  had  to  leave  the  field 
He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  was 
never  able  to  resume  his  command. 

The  regiment  was  again  engaged  oi 
Cold  Harbor,  on  the  2d  of  June,  and 
lost  a  number  of  killed  and  wounded; 
one  of  the  killed,  LieutenantD.  I.  Gil- 
fillan,  of  Co.  F,  was  a  young  officer 
greatly  beloved  and  was  acting  adju¬ 
tant  at  the  time.  On  the  15th  of  June, 
they  crossed  the  James  River,  and  on 
the  17th,  participated  in  the  attack 
made  on  the  rebel  lines  around  Peters¬ 
burg,  losing  a  number  of  men.  Among 
the  killed  was  Captain  Lee  Morrow,  of 
Co.  H,  Lieut.  Col  M.  M.  Dawson  was 
mortally  wounded  and  died  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  June  30th. 

The  next  serious  engagement  in  which 
they  participated  was  on  the  30th  of 
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sion”  in  which  iney  lost  twenty-two 
killed,  forty  wounded  and  a  number 
of  prisoners.  Among  the  killed  and 
mortally  wounded  was  Maj.  Thos.  J. 
.Hamilton,  who  was  in  command  of  the 
regiment;  Capt.  Walter  C.  Oliver,  of1 
Co.  B;  Adjutant  S.  G.  Leasure  and 
Lieutenant  Richard  P.  Craven,  of  Co. 
K:  all  first  class  officers.  Quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  prisoners  captured  here  were 
taken  to  Danville,  Va.,  where  FSey  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  overpowering  the  guards  and 
after  nearly  two  months  of  starving, 
hiding  and  marching  they  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  Union  lines  in  East  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

After  the  ‘‘mine  butchery”  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  taken  to  the  left  of  the  line, 
near  the  Welden  R.  R.,  where  on  the 
19th  and  21st  of  August  and  also  on  the 
30th  of  September  and  20th  and  27th  of 
October  they  were  engaged  losing  some 
in  each  battle.  It  was  in  the"  last  of 
these,  near  Hatcher’s  Run,  that  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Jas.  S.  Stocking  lost  his  arm. 
During  the  time  the  regiment  occupied 
this  part  of  the  line,  the  time  of  those 
who  did  not  re-enlist  expired,  and  they 
were  honorably  discharged. 

About  the  1st  of  November  the  regi¬ 
ment  returned  to  their  former  position 
in  front  and  directly  south  of  the  city, 
occupying  a  portion  of  the  line  between 
Forts  Haskell  and  Steadman,  where 
they  remained,  doing  advance  picket 
duty  all  winter,  and  where  the  pickers 
had  to  be  changed  at  night,  it  being 
j  dangerous  to  show  one’s  head  above! 
j  the  around.  While  here  ?  rmmlmr 
were  killed  ana  wounded,  victims  to  the 
[  unerring  aim  of  the  rebel  sharpshoot-l 


ers. 

I  In  February  and  Marc' 


, 


,  — - - -  about  400 

|  recruits,  mostly  drafted  and  substi- 
1  tutes,  were  sent  to  the  regiment.  Some 
I  of  them  were  first  class  men,  but  gen¬ 
erally  foreigners. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  March 
before  daylight  the  rebels  effected  a 
;  break  in  the  Union  lines,  between  Fort. 
Steadman  and  the  Appomatox  River, ' 
throwing  a  large  force  behind  and  with 
Fort  Steadman;  at  the  same  time  ad-j 
vancing  along  the  line  of  works,  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  100th  P.  V.  V.  nearly  to 
Fort  Haskell,  capturing  or  driving  all 
before  them.  The  right  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  took  shelter  to  the  rear  of  some 
rifle  pits  and  in  a  clump  of  timber  near 
the  cook  houses,  while  the  companies. 
on  the  left  ran  into  Fort  Haskell,  from 
which  position  they  poured  a  destruc¬ 
tive  fire  into  the  victorious  but  hun¬ 
gry  Johnnies,  who,  finding  plenty  of 
.sugar,  coffee,  bread,  meat  and  clothing 
in  our  tents  went  to  plundering.  Be-  [ 
fore  the  battle  commenced  Gen.  Mc¬ 
Laughlin,  the  Brigade  Commander  was 
captured,  and  soon  after  Lieutenant 
Colonel  J.  H.  Pentecost  was  mortally  ^ 
wounded,  leaving  Major  Maxwell,  the 
highest  in  rank  in  immediate  command  ! 
Just  at  daylight,  he,  with  a  small  partv 
consisting  mostly  of  the  100th,  with  a 
few  officers  and  men  of  the  3rd  Mary¬ 
land,  21st  Massachusetts  and  14th  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  made  a  charge 
down  the  line,  recapturing  Fort  Stead¬ 
man,  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  in¬ 
cluding  two  Colonels  and  several  bat¬ 
tle  flags.  The  credit  of  this  was  given 
to  General  Hartranft’s  division  of  new 
troops,  who  arrived  on  the  ground  20  i 
minutes  later,  and  took  charge  of  and  ' 
counted  the  prisoners. 

In  this  engagement  the  regiment’s 
loss  was  twenty-one  killed,  fifty-seven; 
wounded,  and  thirty  or  forty  prisoners! 
who  were  almost  immediately  paroled 
and  returned  to  their  companies.  Ou 
the  day  of  the  final  assault,  April  2nd 
the  regiment  did  not  have  much  to  do 
and  had  but  few  hurt.  On  the  3rd  it 
entered  Petersburg,  and  a  few  days  lat- 
er  moved  to  Wilson’s  station,  on  the1 
South  Side  R.  R„  where  it  remained 
until  after  Lee’s  and  Johnson’s  sur-l 
render,  when  it  was  brought  back  to 
Washington,  participated  in  the  Grand  ' 
Review,  after  which  it  was  taken  to  1 
Harrisburg  and  on  the  24th  of  July 
mustered  out  of  service.  All  the  ofll-’f 
cers  of  the  regiment  at  this  time  had 
served  an  apprenticeship,  carrying  mus 
kets,  and  nearly  all  had  spent  the  first 
year  of  their  service  as  privates.  Col. 
Maxwell  enlisted  as  second  Sergeanf 
Co.  E;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilson,  as 
Corporal  Co.  H;  Major  Bard,  as  pri¬ 
vate,  Co.  A.  The  regiment  was  partic- 


ularly  fortunate  in  us  own  officers,  as 
well  as  those  of  higher  rank  placed 
over  them.  Col.  Leasure’s  cool,  delib¬ 
erate  judgement,  but  prompt  action, 
had  made  the  Roundhead  Regiment 
what  it  was  in  war,  and  is  now  in 
history. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Armstrong,  who 
had  seen  service  in  Mexico,  was  also  a  i 
fine  disciplarian  and  did  much  to  bring  I 
the  standard  in  drill  up  to  the  highest  | 
mark,  while  Chaplain  Brown-  was  a 
Roundhead  to  the  core,  and,  although 
he  carried  no  weapons,  was  in  the  front  : 
in  every  fight,  sharing  in  all  the  dan-  I 
gers,  perils  and  hardships  of  the  pri-  ; 
vate  soldier;  and  in  this  way  winning 
the  confidence,  admiration  and  love  of 
every  man  in  the  command.  There 
were  other  equally  brave  and  compe-  , 
tent  officers  and  hundreds  of  just  as 
good  men  in  the  ranks,  but  space  pre¬ 
vents  further  personal  mention. 

Among  the  gallant  commanders  im-  j 
mediately  over  them,  were: 

Brigadier  General  I.  I.  Stevens,  killed 
at  Chantilly. 

Major  General  Jesse  L.  Reno  killed  at 
South  Mountain.  I 

Brigadier  General  O.  B.  Wilcox,  and 
Brigadier  General  Edward  Ferreso.  > 
The  regiments  brigaded  with  the  100th 
were  the  46th  and  79th  New  York;  the 
45th  and  50th  Pa.;  the  2nd,  8th,  17th,' 
20th  and  27  Micnigan;  the  21st,  36th, 
57th  and  59th  Mass;  the  3rd  Maryland; 
and  the  14th  New  York  heavy  artillery 
The  79th  New  York  Highlanders  and 
the  100th  Pa.  Roundheads  were  long 
■  known  as  the  twin  regiments,  and  from 
the  first  night  spent  together  on  Kalo- 
rama  Heights  in  ’61,  to  the  day  the 1 
•Highlanders  left  at  the  end  of  the  three 
years'  service  at  Spottsylvania  court 
house  were  fast  friends.  A  single  in¬ 
cident  will  illustrate: 


On  the  9th  of  May,  1864,  just  after  we 
crossed  the  Ny  river,  the  79th  boys, 
whose  time  had  expired  a  few  days  pre¬ 
vious,  but  who  not  get  mustered  out 
when  on  the  move,  being  permitted  to 
go  where  they  pleased,  had  left  their 
own  brigade  and  came  to  spend  their 
few  remaining  days  with  their  old 
friends,  the  Roundheads,  from  whom 
they  had  been  parted  during  the  cam¬ 
paign.  Col.  Leasure,  in  forming  in's 
command,  discovered  that  his  line  of 
battle  was  too  short  to  cotjer  the  ene¬ 
mies  front  and  form  a  junction  with 
the  Union  troops  on  the  left.  Col.  Mor- 
tison,  seeing  the  difficulty,  volunteered 
their  assistance.  Riding  back  to  where 
his  own  gallant  Scots  were  lying  in 
safet>  he  said:  “Colonel  Leasure  wants 
us  to  fill  that  gap  in  his  lines  Atten¬ 
tion!  rignt  shoulder,  double  quick 
march  In  they  went  with  a  cheer. 
Ihe  enemj  was  driven  back,  but  not 


without  the  loss  ot  several  ot  their, 
number  killed  and  wounded,  among 
the  latter  was  their  brave,  true-hearted 
and  noble  comander.  It  seemed  so 
much  worse  for  any  of  them  to  be  kill¬ 
ed  and  wcmnded  after  three  years  ot 
hard,  faithful  service,  and  at  a  time 
wnen  they  should  have  been  on  their 
way  home. 

Equally  brave  and  heroic  fraternal 
services  might  be  related  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  other  regiments  conected  with 
the  Roundheads  who  always  feel  hon¬ 
ored  that  they  were  permitted  to  be 
the  associates  of  such  men  as  were  the 
folowers  of  the  grand  and  noble  Burn- 
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